
  

AUGUST 2021 HERE’S WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON AT KLINGENSTEIN FIELDS ADVISORS

Happy Summer

What’s New

We are pleased to share our 
summer 2021 edition of What’s 
New, and we hope you find it 
interesting to see what we have 
been up to so far during the 
year. Our outlook remains 
positive as we consider the 
social and economic landscape. 
We appreciate our colleagues, 

clients, and partners, and we look forward to seeing 
more of you in person as the year progresses. Our goal 
is to build relationships that go beyond finance to 
focus on your entire well-being. We hope you will 
continue to rely on us as a resource for any questions 
or plans you may wish to discuss.       

Stay safe!

 Get organized. Don’t wait until the end of  
the year, or even later, to get your financial documents 
organized for tax time. To the best extent possible, start 
gathering important receipts, investment transaction 
information, and other financial statements now to 
avoid a scramble during tax season.

 Use it, don’t lose it. If you have benefits that 
only carry to the end of the calendar year, don’t forget 
to take advantage of them. This can include health care 
deductibles, company sponsored tax-deferred savings 
plans, and 529 plans (although some states allow 
contributions until the tax filing deadline for the year).

Kenneth D. Pollinger 
Co-Chairman and CEO

continued on next page

Time for a Financial Check-In
It’s hard to believe we are already in the third 
quarter of 2021. Recently, we posted about the 
importance of a midyear checkup to make sure  
you have the liquid funds you may need for the 
unexpected, while still planning for longer-term 
goals like retirement or major purchases. This  
is also a good time to start preparing for year  
end and beyond. Some items to consider for the 
remainder of the year:

1.

2.
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 Review changes. You may have experienced 
transitions in your life. Some examples are a change in 
marital or career status, an addition to your family, an 
inheritance, or a shift in your short- or long-term goals. If 
you have experienced such life events, talk to us about 
these developments so that we can determine how they 
could affect your investment strategy.   

 Start giving. If your goals include giving, 
whether personally or philanthropically, now is a good 
time to start to realize any potential tax benefits or annual 
gift exclusion amounts. Philanthropic gifts to a registered 
nonprofit institution are generally tax deductible within 
IRS guidelines. You can give an annual gift of $15,000  
in 2021 to an individual ($30,000 if you are giving to a 
married couple), and the lifetime gift exclusion for 2021  
is $11.7MM per individual ($23.4MM per married couple). 
These gift tax exclusion amounts are scheduled to  
revert back to lower levels in 2025. However, there are 
exceptions that may require a more in-depth discussion 
with your advisor or tax accountant. 

Connect with Klingenstein Fields Advisors

This summer we are taking a break from our regular 
webinars, but we will be back in the fall. Look for 
informative webinars with guest speakers on topics  
such as cybersecurity and making the most of your 
philanthropic efforts. In the meantime, we will continue 
to communicate on areas of interest through our 
newsletters, our email messages, and social media posts. 
In case you missed it, here are some of the recent topics 
that we have covered:

• Make Insurance Part of your Plan
• Are you Ready to Go?
• Wealth Planning for the Modern Family
• Salute to Small Businesses

You can always find our emails, newsletters, and other 
communications on topics of interest on our website. 
Our recent webinars on the New York City real estate 
market, the complexities of advanced health care 
directives, and our approach to manager selection were 
very well-received. If you were unable to attend or wish 
to revisit one of the webinars, they are all conveniently 
available on our KF Advisors YouTube channel. We 
welcome input on any topics that you would like to hear 
discussed in future communications and webinars. And 
don’t forget to follow us on social media:

3.

4.

We can help you determine if adjusting your giving 

strategy could result in potential income and estate 

tax advantages, as well as any other considerations 

that may affect your wealth planning and 

investment strategy.

https://www.klingenstein.com/make-insurance-part-of-your-plan/
https://www.klingenstein.com/are-you-ready-to-go/
https://www.klingenstein.com/wealth-planning-for-the-modern-family/
https://www.klingenstein.com/salute-to-small-businesses/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn5QmtZImDHOpi_8ok1kupA
https://www.instagram.com/klingensteinfieldsadvisors/
https://twitter.com/KFAdvisors
https://www.linkedin.com/company/klingenstein-fields/?viewAsMember=true
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Spotlight on Mentorship

Those who know Shomari 
Gilyard might recognize his 
talent and enthusiasm for 
teaching and mentorship.  
As a firm, we all look forward 
to the monthly Lunch and 
Learn sessions that Shomari 
runs for us on a variety of 
relevant and interesting 
topics. Pre-pandemic, 
Klingenstein Fields Advisors 
always had a summer 
internship program. 
“Tuesdays with Mari,” was 

always cited by the interns, as one of the most valuable 
parts of the program. We fully expect to re-start our 
summer internship program next year. This year, however,  
Shomari still found a way to pass on his knowledge and 
experience as a mentor at his alma mater through the 
University of Delaware Lerner Executive Mentoring 
Program. To find out more about his experience, we 
posed a series of questions to Shomari.

Q: What led you to become involved and how did you  
find this program?  
Shomari: Over the last few years, I have been looking for 
more outlets to volunteer my time and provide guidance 
to communities in need. I have tried to hold my feet  
to the fire in assessing both what I have done, and what  
I could do, to further this objective. I came across the 
Lerner Executive Mentoring Program on LinkedIn.  
I enjoyed my MBA graduate work at the University of 
Delaware, and this program instantly clicked with me  
as a perfect opportunity to further my service goals  
and help someone in the process.

Q: How does the program work?
Shomari: Within the program, you are paired with a 
mentee that you remain with through graduation. The 
program also provides suggested topics and activities  

to aid in discussion with this individual. Fundamentally,  
you act as an ally and advocate to deliver open and honest 
discourse. The ultimate objective is to prepare a student to 
obtain and maintain future employment. When I reflect on 
my own college experience, there are many times when I 
would have benefited from engaging with an individual 
who had experience in the field I hoped to pursue; 
someone to provide advice, help to open doors, and point 
me in the right direction.

Q: What kind of discussions have you engaged  
in with your mentee?
Shomari: We have discussed a host of financial topics that 
are prevalent in industry publications and financial media 
(e.g., special purpose acquisition companies, cryptocurrency, 
and crowd–investing trends). In these chats, I try to convey 
real-world applications and a perspective on how colleagues 
and clients view this subject matter.  

In addition, we have talked about a career path, internships, 
and the differences between various specialties under the 
financial services and banking umbrella. These conversations 
foster an environment to meld theory with reality, giving 
my mentee a sounding board for how policy, financial 
concepts, and coursework can be practically applied in  
a business setting.

Q: How has the experience been from your point of view?
Shomari: This experience has been extremely rewarding 
and allowed me to see my industry and chosen profession 
through fresh eyes. I feel grateful to be a part of it. I have 
been extremely fortunate to be paired with a driven young 
man who has excelled in his studies, been active in public 
service, is diligent in evaluating internship opportunities, 
and is intellectually curious.

Thus far, the experience has left me incredibly inspired. It 
also helps that he is an NBA fan, even if it’s for the wrong 
team! I can already tell that this relationship will last for 
years to come.
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Shomari Gilyard, CFP®
Director, Wealth Planning
Senior Vice President
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On February 19, 2021, Jackson Camps, Portfolio and 
Performance Analyst, and his wife Lindsay welcomed 
Hudson Lowell Camps to their family. Hudson is growing 
fast and looks to be a very happy fellow with a curious 
nature and an infectious smile.    

On May 19th, Henry 
Kellogg Wimmer  
was born to parents 
Owen Wimmer, Senior 
Advisor, and his wife, 
Clarissa. At two months 
old, Henry displays a very 
well-coordinated 
presence in addition to 
being absolutely 
adorable.

And the newest 
addition —
congratulations to 
Marisa and Matt 
Pollinger, Research 
Analyst, Trading on 
the birth of Russell 
Frederick Pollinger,  
born on July 19, 2021. 
Our best wishes to the 
family, including Ken 
Pollinger, Co-Chairman 
and CEO (and delighted 
grandfather) and his 
wife Amy!

Our Newest Additions 

We are happy to report that 2021 has brought 
some delightful additions to KF Advisors’ families! 
All boys, and all, coincidentally, were born on the 
19th of their respective months. 

AT KLINGENSTEIN FIELDS ADVISORS
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Even our pets are taking advantage 
of opportunities to venture out and 
explore. Pictured here is Wealth 
Planning Analyst, Marina 
Gkritzioudi’s dog, Dino, posing 
perfectly for the camera, on a 
cloudless day against the backdrop 
of the East River with Brooklyn in 
the distance.

We truly value the relationships we 
have with our colleagues, as evidenced 
by this picture from a client wedding  
in St. Croix that Jaime Steers, Director, 
Wealth Advisor and her husband 
Macy, (left) recently attended with 
Tim Lindsay, Director, Senior Advisor,  
and his wife Kay (right). It certainly 
looks like a good time was had by all, 
and we are glad to see that Jaime had 
her KF Advisors face mask at the ready  
to stay safe and healthy!

Ken Pollinger is an avid fisher, finding 
the challenge an ideal way to relax 
and unwind. He was able to steal a 
day recently to get out on the water 
down in Florida. The weather was 
perfect, and Ken caught a beauty. 
Looks like it may have been fresh 
mahi-mahi for dinner that night! 

Susan Curry, Chief Operating Officer, Senior Vice President, stayed a little closer to 
home and headed north for some well-deserved time off. She and her husband Brian 
spent several days relaxing in Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard with Susan’s family. 
Susan and her siblings (left) celebrated being together; note the family resemblance! 
Susan, ever dedicated, even found time to visit with clients (right) in Newport en 
route to Cape Cod. 

On the Go

As we start to venture out 
into the world again, some  
of us have resumed traveling. 
We are looking to take 
advantage of all that summer 
has to offer and of course, 
heeding guidance from our 
recent communication  
Are you Ready to Go? 

AT KLINGENSTEIN FIELDS ADVISORS

https://www.klingenstein.com/are-you-ready-to-go/
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Katia Kushnir, Client Service Administrator, has ventured further afield to 
Colorado, where she is working remotely for the summer. Katia enjoys being  
out on the water and experiencing the majestic views from Grand Lake, the 
“Western Gateway” to Rocky Mountain National Park.

Maria Chambers, Chief Compliance Officer, is working from Arizona this summer. When not working, Maria, an avid hiker, 
heads for Sedona, also known as Red Rock Country and recognized as a place of healing and spiritual renewal. After hiking in 
the Arizona heat, Maria took time to relax, enjoy the spectacular landscape, and rehydrate. In August, Maria plans to enjoy the 
stunning natural scenery at the Grand Canyon. Happy hiking!

The Camps family enjoyed a beautiful 
day at the beach. Hudson looks happy 
and relaxed with his favorite stuffed 
giraffe and a cool pair of shades!

On the Go, continued
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