
June was a very exciting month, as on June 14th, KFWA 
acquired The Solaris Group, LLC (Solaris), a Registered 
Investment Advisor with a strong client focus. KFWA 
warmly welcomes all of the Solaris professionals, now 
located with KFWA at 125 Park Avenue. This transaction 
adds significantly to our assets under management, 
brings additional investment capabilities to the firm,  
and helps to ensure our ongoing organizational strength.  
You will continue to be served by the same investment 
philosophy and team with whom you have always 
worked. We encourage you to reach out to your team 
with any questions you have.  
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If it’s summertime, it must be intern time

This year we welcome five interns from colleges and 
universities around the country: Brandon Biby, a 
rising junior from the University of South Carolina;  
William F. Sarro, Jr., a rising junior from High Point 
University; Catherine Hui, a recent graduate from the 
Fordham Gabelli School of Business; Alex Zilkha, a 
rising senior at Williams College; and Ryan McGeary, 
a recent graduate of Bentley College. The KFWA 
internship program offers a unique and immersive 
learning experience for qualified candidates. 
Participants work closely with the KFWA Research 
Department to review public companies by 
gathering and assessing industry data, evaluating 
financial statements, and participating in calls  
with management.  

What’s New

Welcome to our new colleagues from 
Solaris Group

From left: Brandon Biby – University of South Carolina, 2021;  
William F. Sarro, Jr. – High Point University, 2021; Catherine Hui –  
Fordham University, 2019;  Alex Zilkha – Williams College, 2020;  
Ryan McGeary – Bentley College, 2019.   

Keeping a close eye on 
compliance and legal 
concerns is an important part 
of how we serve our clients, 
and we are recognized and 
sought after in the industry 
for our expertise. In early May, 

Maria Chambers, IAACCP®, Chief Compliance Officer 
and Vice President, spoke at the ACA Compliance 
Group’s spring 2019 Compliance and Performance 
Conference in Florida to discuss the increasingly 
critical topic of sub-adviser due diligence.     

Focus on Compliance

https://solarisgroupllc.com/
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If you have visited our website recently, you may 
have noticed a new look. Our next generation 
website is designed to enhance your online 
experience, with easier-to-use navigation, more 
information on our services, quick access to our 
publications, and a convenient way to share content 
through social media. You can still access your 
account information online through the secure 
portal or through the KFWA App (search for KFWA on 
the Apple App Store, or Google Play store). If you are 
a first-time user to the online portal, enter your email 
address and click on “forgot password.” You will 
receive an email with a link to register. Your online 
User ID and Password can be used in the app. 

Our new website is live!

Introducing Jaime Steers and Katia Kushnir

KFWA is constantly enhancing our resources to better 
serve our clients. We have recently added two new 
professionals in the areas of relationship management 
and client services. We are delighted to introduce Jaime 
Steers as a Director, Wealth Advisor. Jaime joins us from 
Truvvo Partners, an outsourced investment office for 
ultra-high-net-worth families. At KFWA, Jaime provides 
highly personalized relationship management, working 
with clients to help ensure that all of their financial 
needs are being addressed. She works closely with 
KFWA planning and investment management 
professionals, and with our clients’ outside advisors, to 
provide fully integrated advice and guidance. We also 
welcome Katia Kushnir to our Client Service team. Katia 
is our new Client Service Administrator, and she will be 
helping to ensure that all of your client service and 

transaction needs continue to be promptly addressed. 
Katia is highly experienced in this role, having spent the 
last four years as a Client Service Associate with Vista 
Wealth Management.

Jaime Steers 
Director, Wealth Advisor

Katia Kushnir 
Client Service Administrator
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In recognition of Melanoma Awareness Month,  
KFWA hosted an event on May 6th featuring  
Dr. Ellen S. Marmur, renowned dermatologist, and her 
Marmur Medical colleagues, Dr. Jacqueline G. Berliner, 
Dr. Jaimie Glick and Dr. Liza Braun Levin. Dr. Marmur 
discussed sun damage, different forms of skin protection 
and detection, and some of the leading treatments for 
skin cancer that her office is pioneering. Dr. Marmur 
earned her degree in medicine at Albert Einstein School 
of Medicine and has conducted significant research in 
the area of skin diseases and their treatment. She 
proudly supports Skin Cancer, Take a Hike, a participant-
driven fundraising event dedicated to raising awareness 
and funds for the American Academy of Dermatology’s 
SPOT SkinCancer™ program.

Following the event hosted by KFWA, Dr. Marmur 
invited James Fields and Jaime Steers from KFWA 
to present to a group of Marmur Medical clients on 
June 11th. James and Jaime explained 
why it is so important for women to be 
familiar with their short-term, as well 
as long-term finances, including 
planning and investing for their 
lifestyle, legacy, and philanthropic 
goals. They also discussed how 
working with an advisor can be 
helpful and what attributes to look 
for when selecting an advisor.      

Protect your skin, while you live life  
to the maximum

Dr. Marmur Returns the Favor

KFWA continues its commitment  
to God’s Love We Deliver

It was a busy week in May, as the day after our event with 
Dr. Marmur and her colleagues, we had an opportunity  
to give back to one of our favorite causes, God’s Love We 
Deliver. A group of us headed down to the God’s Love  
We Deliver facilities for a volunteer day, where we helped 
in the kitchen, preparing and packaging meals for 
delivery. As always, we were overwhelmed by the 
dedication of God’s Love We Deliver to helping those  
in New York City who are seriously ill, with delicious  
and nourishing meals, free of charge. 

Kenneth D. Pollinger 
CEO and Co-Chairman

“We are pleased to share our summer 2019 edition of What’s New and hope you find it 

helpful to learn about what KFWA is up to during the year. We enjoy sharing what’s new 

with us and we appreciate any input you may have in areas that are of particular interest. 

We wish you and your family a wonderful summer filled with sun, fun, and relaxation and 

look forward to seeing you soon. 

“
Dr. Ellen Marmur (3rd from right), James Fields (2nd from right),  
guests and Marmur Medical doctors. 

http://events.aad.org/site/PageNavigator/EventCentral_Landing.html
https://www.glwd.org/
https://www.glwd.org/

